Golden Algae Discovered In Arizona
Arizona biologists confirmed the existence of the nuisance species golden algae in Arizona waters in 2005.  Arizona Game and Fish Department Chief of Fisheries Larry Riley said, “These microscopic organisms present new challenges to managing our state’s aquatic resources. We need help from anglers, boaters and other recreational users to keep from spreading this nuisance species to other waters of Arizona.”

Golden algae were first identified in Arizona in April 2005 in the five-acre Water Ranch Lake near Gilbert. It has also been identified in Saguaro, Canyon, and Apache lakes on the Salt River as well as 9 other small lakes in the Phoenix metropolitan area.  The golden alga is a tiny, one-celled organism with two “tails” called flagella that help it move through the water. A single drop of water may contain as many as 2000 cells of golden alga.  It releases several toxins that affect gill-breathing organisms. In a bloom, enough toxins are released to kill fish and other gill breathers that come in contact with it. The toxins cause fish gills to bleed internally, and lose their ability to absorb oxygen from the water. Blooms may last for days or weeks. Golden alga toxins have no apparent lethal or harmful effects on animals that do not breathe through gills.

“Golden alga is just one of many aquatic nuisance species that threaten our waters,” stated Riley. “Our warm weather provides a haven for nuisance species and once introduced, they are hard to control. Prevention is the key. To reduce the spread and impact of these harmful species, we need everyone's help.”  

What can you do? You can follow a simple procedure every time you leave a body of water: 

· Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before transporting equipment 
· Eliminate water from equipment before transporting 
· Clean and dry anything that came in contact with water (Boats, trailers, equipment, clothing, etc.) 
· Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water unless they came out of that body of water. 
Anglers and boaters can also help by report any sightings of large numbers of dead or dying fish. Report observations as soon as possible to the Arizona Game and Fish Department at goldenalgae@azgfd.gov. Include the species and sizes of fish affected, approximate numbers of fish observed, and the locations where fish were observed. For your safety, please do not touch, collect, or eat dead or dying fish.

For more detailed information on how you can Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! go to www.protectyourwaters.net . 

